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Arnold (Arnie) Bengis

This year had many great things in store, but it was not without its hardships. It

was with great sadness that we said goodbye to our friend and the founder of

the Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation, Arnold Bengis.

Arnie was a visionary who influenced thousands of students, faculty members,

and the Negev region as a whole. Thanks to him, the first academic

entrepreneurship center in Israel was established at Ben-Gurion University of the

Negev (BGU), creating new businesses, integrating practical content into

academic courses, holding hundreds of conferences, establishing ties between

academia and industry, and so much more.

As he said at his TedxBGU talk in 2015, “What we [at the Bengis Center] try to do

is convert dreams into reality. I’ve always been quite aware of the creative ability

of young Israelis… We try to give people the skills to turn their creative ability into

success.”

G
re

et
in

gs
 

It is our honor to help promote the vision 
of a special and beloved man



It is with great pleasure that I write this greeting to conclude the wonderful academic year of
2018/19. This year, the Center took on a new strategic direction and began to focus more on
projects within the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management (GGFBM). We sought
to promote the Center’s values of hands-on, interdisciplinary and multicultural
entrepreneurship education and the interplay between academia and the “field” to the
dedicated management students of the faculty.
In keeping with recent years, this year the Center continued to promote its international
outreach. In today’s globalized world, it is of great importance to us to strengthen our
relationships and expand our reach abroad. For that reason, we are constantly seeking new
opportunities for collaboration and development with universities and institutions worldwide.
A key aspect of the Bengis Center’s guiding vision is practical education. By incorporating case
studies and practical tasks into academia, we strive to bridge the gap between academia and
the “field” to make sure that our students are graduating with the tools they need to make it in
the real world. These three areas – focus on management students, international outreach and
practical education - will continue to be significant components of the Center.

In my second year as Director of the Bengis Center, in addition to advancing existing programs, my goal
was to build frameworks that would allow others to take initiative as entrepreneurs, thus becoming an
enabler of entrepreneurship. Along with this, I strove to create semi-academic activities that would allow
lecturers to incorporate innovation and entrepreneurship into their coursework.
The first goal was achieved by giving staff members and students the tools they needed to develop
entrepreneurship activities in their own way and according to their own interests. We currently have
three strong communities led by students who are passionate about promoting entrepreneurship in their
respective fields, from biomedical technology to data mining. With the shift in vision this year to focusing
on the GGFBM, two future communities are currently being developed with a focus on management.
The second goal was achieved mainly through The Challenge, our new open innovation platform and
leading semi-academic program, which was incorporated into the coursework of twelve academic
courses as well as into guest lectures and other activities.
In addition, the Center expanded its international activity by working in collaboration with institutions
worldwide, from Denmark to Colombia to the US. The Center hosted groups from universities,
embassies, venture capital groups and more in an effort to maintain our strong relationships with partner
institutions and learn from what they have to offer. These had a great impact on our faculty’s students,
giving them an opportunity to work with students and academic staff from other parts of the world.
This was a year of building and growth for the Bengis Center. I am proud to look back on all we
accomplished this year and eager to see what’s to come.

Prof. Oded Lowengart
Chairman 

Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation

Yossi Shavit
Director
Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 
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Our Philosophy: Entrepreneurial Process
We believe that becoming an entrepreneur is a process. It begins with learning

what entrepreneurship is and what it takes and concludes when one has acquired

the tools needed to successfully land investments and grow a company. People

come to the Bengis Center at all stages along this process; some just starting out,

others already established entrepreneurs.

The Center's programming addresses every step along the entrepreneurial

process with practical, semi-academic, and academic programs, providing

everyone who walks through our doors with the support that they need to

grow and succeed.

We offer everything from lectures and courses for people who want to explore

the idea of a new venture, to pitch events for people seeking investments for a

developed product and valuable tools including mentors, hub and online

databases.

The table shows all of the Center’s programs, whether practical, semi-academic

or academic, and where they fall along the entrepreneurial process. The programs

act as a funnel, with most focused on the exploration stage, fewer in the ideation

stage, and the most concentrated programs in the investment stage.
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About the Bengis Center for 
Entrepreneurship & Innovation

Since its establishment in 2001 as the first academic entrepreneurship center in Israel,
one of the fundamental beliefs of the Bengis Center at BGU has been that
entrepreneurship can be taught. We strive to do just that, providing innovators at any
stage of the entrepreneurship process with the skills and support they need to be
successful.

The Bengis Center, situated in the GGFBM, is dedicated to educating and training a future
cadre of business leaders and innovators who have taken up the challenge of converting
ideas into new marketable products, services, and enterprises. We serve as a catalyst,
creating and channeling entrepreneurial activity throughout the university environment
and the entire Negev region.

In all of our programs, we strive to give our students practical knowledge and hands-on
experiences. We emphasize multi-disciplinary activities that promote collaborative
bonds across sectors, and also believe in the importance of cross-cultural interactions,
working in partnership with institutions from around the world. The flags below
represent the countries with which we had significant collaboration this past year.

Over the years we have created programs that allow us to support students, staff and

people from the community throughout the entrepreneurial process. The Center
actively develops and strengthens all aspects of the innovation ecosystem of Beer-Sheva
by asking our students to solve real-world problems: contemporary organizations face all
sorts of challenges and this creates an opportunity. Through our unique, diverse, and
invaluable connections with organizations from Israel and around the world, we are able
to offer students practical experience and guidance, whether through internships,
competitions, or mentoring. Our students are young, bright, motivated, and innovative;
just the right people to help our partners in the ecosystem solve their challenges.

Exposure to
all students

Activities open to
all institutions

Support throughout the 

entrepreneurial process

Challenges
from the field

Multidisciplinary
programs

Multicultural 
programs

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 
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The Bengis Center in Numbers
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Hi-Tech Entrepreneurship Internship

This year, one of the Center’s newest programs, The Hi-Tech Entrepreneurship

Internship, paired student-interns with startup entrepreneurs or researchers for

the first time in the university.

The internship program is preceded by a brief pre-internship training course

introducing interns to the program and giving them the tools they need. The

program allows students to concurrently apply their academic knowledge and

reflect on their professional experience. Focusing on startups and

entrepreneurship provides students with more hands-on, directly relevant

experience with new and innovative technology. Throughout the program, the

interns receive continuous professional support with three points of reflection

and bi-weekly mentorship.

HRnnovation Hackathon

At the event, which took place at the Orient Hotel in

Jerusalem, students from the Department of Hotel

Management and Tourism at BGU created teams of

4-5 participants to come up with projects to address

the lack of employees in the hotel industry in Israel.

Social Solidarity International Hackathon

The international hackathon event, “Bridging Gaps in Local Development Processes,”

brought over 140 participants from SKEMA Business School in France, the Mandel

MBA Program for Social Leadership, Atidim Cadets for Municipal Service and

Recipients of the Feher Scholarship in the GGFBM together to create social

engagement products that would leave a lasting mark on society.

The students overcame cultural and language gaps to identify problems in municipal

development and offer their best solutions. Some of the ideas included creating a

community networking platform for people to share their hobbies and smart bus

stops to encourage the use of public transportation.

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 

HRnnovation was created as a result of collaboration between the Department
of Hotel Management and Tourism at the GGFBM, the Bengis Center and the
Isrotel Hotel Chain.

The first cycle of this program was led by the Bengis Center with students of the

MBA International Program at the GGFBM.
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Project with Electrical & Computer Engineering

Penn State University
13 students from Penn State University came

to the Bengis Center in March to work with

students from our own MBA International

Program on The Challenge competition. The

students spent a few weeks prior to their

meeting coming up with their own ideas.

This was the third year of incorporating an entrepreneurial component into over 100

senior projects submitted by the undergraduate students of the Department of Electrical

& Computer Engineering. The students were asked to consider the managerial aspects

of commercializing the technology they developed for their senior projects. They

attended lectures on the topic of entrepreneurship to give them the base they needed,

and were then asked to submit an executive summary and film themselves pitching their

idea. From year to year the program’s contribution to the training of engineers only

grows, making them more innovative and aware of the practical applications of their

technology.

This year, twelve courses integrated entrepreneurship and innovation into their curriculum

by having their students submit project ideas to The Challenge. Courses came from

departments such as Business and Management, Industrial Engineering and Management,

Software and Information Systems Engineering and Clinical Biochemistry and

Pharmacology. This high level of cooperation between the Bengis Center and academia

sets a precedent for tying practical applications into academic work in the years to come.

Read more about The Challenge competition on page 9.

The Challenge

They then formed international teams based on similar interests and put their ideas

together to submit to this year’s Intel AI Challenge. The students formed 6 teams and

came up with ideas ranging from finance to drones. One of these teams ended up

winning third place in the competition.
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Third Cycle – Intel Israel

The Challenge is a global open-innovation platform, designed to enlist students

from all faculties and academic intuitions to provide solutions to real-world

challenges affecting large organizations. Each cycle, a different global company

provides a unique Challenge they are facing. The Bengis Center strives to

encourage involvement and participation through entrepreneurship-promoting

projects. Competitions provide opportunities to bring new people into the

Center’s activities, empower young entrepreneurs and foster new ideas with

the power to change the world.

One of our main goals this year was to incorporate the competition into

academic activities. This goal was achieved when twelve academic courses

made The Challenge an integral part of their syllabus. Lecturers from

departments as distinct as Clinical Biochemistry and Pharmacology, Software

and Information Systems Engineering and Business and Management

presented the current Challenge to their students as a practical element to

complement their course studies.

The Challenge also became an integral part of many Bengis Center activities. In

January, three of our Bengis Center Communities came together for a first-of-

its-kind event centered around The Challenge. In March, a delegation of

students from Penn State arrived for a Challenge mini-hackathon.

As part of the third cycle of The Challenge, “AI Everywhere,” students were asked to

utilize Intel’s technologies to submit a product or service idea that uses artificial

intelligence to benefit society. The Challenge encourages interdisciplinary

participation by asking the question, “If you had the knowledge, tools, or skills to

create AI technology, what would you create?” With 108 participating teams and 228

students, The Challenge was the Bengis Center’s biggest competition of the year.

Students came from leading institutions around Israel, including BGU, the Technion,

Open University, Tel Aviv University, and the Hebrew University.

The winning team was “We Hear You,” who came up with a revolutionary system for

translating sign language movements to voice or writing for the 12,000 shekel prize.
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BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 

The Challenge Open-Innovation Platform
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CSE

Guest Lectures

The Bengis Center holds dozens of events every year, such as hackathons,

workshops, lectures, conferences and more. Many of these events are held in the

framework of one of our ongoing programs, such as the Inno-Negev Accelerator or

the Communities, strengthening the Bengis Center’s role as enablers of

entrepreneurship.

In a special event, Richard Carlton, CEO of the

Canadian Securities Exchange, and Jason

Paltrowitz, Executive Vice President of OTC

Markets Group came to the Bengis Center and

talked to local entrepreneurs about going

public in North American markets.

Ev
en

ts The Center hosts dozens of guest lectures each year. These lecturers come from the

business world as specialists in marketing, sales, business development and more,

and from the tech world as specialists in web development, software implementation

or digital health, to name a few.

The lectures bring students, researchers and members of the wider Negev community

together to hear from leading experts in a variety of fields.

“It is part of our mission as a Faculty to provide our students with the tools they 

need to succeed after graduation. That means giving them an opportunity to 
work on real-world challenges during the time of their studies. It means 

building practical aspects into the framework of the coursework and bridging 
the gap between academia and industry.” 

Professor Haim Levy started off the event with a talk on legislating public companies,
then Mr. Carlton and Mr. Paltrowitz spoke about their experience and fielded
questions from the audience. The event would not have been possible without the
support of Michael Kahiri and Sharon Steiman from Keftech.

Miki Malul
Dean
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management
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Pitching Events

Pitching events are an important educational tool for improving team presentation skills and

preparing entrepreneurs for real-world meetings with key players. Throughout the year,

Bengis Center mentors attended various academic courses to give the students a chance to

practice pitching to leading figures in entrepreneurship. In addition to providing education-

based events, one of the Center’s goals is to provide practical networking and investing help

to startups by bringing in investors.

Startup 101
This 3-part workshop is a short, practical course on

the topic of entrepreneurship for beginners. It offers a

mix of materials for every style of learning, weekly

mentorship from expert practitioners, and the tools

needed to create a startup, all in one place. It is

designed for emerging business leaders and

innovators who want a masterclass in

entrepreneurship.

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 
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The Inno-Negev technology accelerator is a joint venture of the Bengis Center, the

GGFBM, and BGN Technologies (BGU’s technology company). Based out of the

Innovation Gateway hub, Inno-Negev provides promising ventures in the pre-seed

and seed stages with a number of services, including legal support, a 24/7

workspace, weekly mentoring days and several practical lectures by experienced

professionals in the fields of business and technology. This year we led two cycles

that focused on the university’s researchers for the first time. Inno-Negev is a great

opportunity for these experts to gain the necessary tools to commercialize their

ideas and reach the wider world.

Fourth Cycle
In the fall, seven teams were selected to participate in the fourth cycle of the

accelerator, three of which were researchers from various departments. The

ventures ranged from new hair-dying technology to cooling devices for athletes (see

list of teams in Appendix 1). During this cycle the new concept of the supported

track was introduced, which offered limited services for teams that showed a lot of

potential but were not at an advanced enough stage to benefit from the regular

track. Two teams participated in the supported track in the fourth cycle.

Fifth Cycle
In the fifth cycle, of the seven teams selected, four were university researchers.

Their ventures again focused on a variety of topics, from protection from counterfeit

components in electronics to intra-vehicle networks for autonomous cars (see

Appendix 2). After the successful implementation of the supported track, the

program continued into the fifth cycle with five participating teams.

The fourth and fifth cycles of the Inno-Negev Technology Accelerator were made

possible by the support of Plus Ventures, the Luzzatto Group and Amazon.
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Tools for Entrepreneurship

Mentors

The Bengis Center is home to 60 mentors who represent

the hi-tech sector in Israel and abroad. They are investors,

leading figures in multinationals, business consultants and

experts in technology. During the course of the year, about

800 hours of individual counseling were given to students

from various programs, primarily as part of the Inno-Negev

technology accelerator.

In keeping with the Center’s goal to address all stages of entrepreneurship, a key aspect of

the Bengis Center’s activities is to provide the necessary tools and resources for

entrepreneurs who want to advance their idea.

Innovation Gateway – Technological Hub

The GGFBM Innovation Gateway tech hub is run by the

Bengis Center and supported by Intel. The hub serves as a

gateway for its visitors into the innovation ecosystem of

BGU and Beer-Sheva as a whole. The fully equipped room

provides visitors access to the cutting-edge technology

inside. The hub was created specifically to help young

aspiring innovators thrive by encouraging

experimentation, not demonizing failure, and helping

people network with other like-minded individuals.

Databases

Entrepreneurs who come to the Bengis Center have access to a variety of databases that

assist with collecting information about and the market, competitors and investors. Guest

lecturers give tips on using these databases efficiently and individual assistance is

available to participants in any Bengis Center program.

Additional Services

The Bengis Center also offers English support for anyone looking to improve a

presentation or executive summary. Entrepreneurs have access to a number of online

platforms for designing graphics, as well as Amazon Web Service credits and legal support

from the Luzzatto Group.

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 
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The Bengis Center supports the establishment of communities that bring together

ecosystem influencers, startup communities and industry leaders to collaborate

and find new innovative approaches to solve real problems and chart the way

forward for entrepreneurs. Our communities create their own events with guest

lectures, workshops and competitions. Often these meetings foster inspiration,

friendship, partnership and support.

For the first time, all three of the Bengis Center communities – BrainTech, DiSCo

and Biomed Tech – kicked off the year with an unforgettable night about artificial

intelligence. 50 motivated students met to hear more about the basics of AI from

Miriam Dissen Ben Or, M.A. student of Cognitive Science, and about scalability

from Eran Avidan, senior software engineer at Intel. The students combined their

knowledge about data science, brain technology and biomedical technology to

come up with their own AI ideas as part of Intel’s Challenge. One team from this

event was selected as a finalist in The Challenge competition.

DiSCo Community

DiSCo is a data mining and data science community. Led by Moran Sharon and

Libi Shlasky, the community strives to provide hands-on experience in data

science and organizes meetups and seminars, bringing in guest lecturers from

companies like Tabula and Moovit. The community has quickly grown from an

idea to an active group of students sharing their interests in data mining, data

science and machine learning.
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Brainstorm Riders Community

BioMed-Tech Community

Project Competition with MSIH

The Biomed Tech Community and the Medical School

for International Health (MSIH) worked together to

develop prototypes that respond to the challenge of

making products and services accessible in

developing nations. As part of this collaboration, four

groups presented their ideas for evaluation by a

panel of judges to determine who would receive a

budget for developing their product.

BioMed-Tech is a community of students of the Department of Biomedical Engineering at

BGU. Led by Matan Aroosh, Roni Shaashoua and Dr. Hadar Ben-Yoav, the group planned

numerous events, such as ideation workshops and mini hackathons. The activities give

students the opportunity to gain practical experience to complement their degree.

New this year, the BrainTech community involves students

and faculty interested in the fledgling field of brain-related

technologies. Led by Asaf Harel, Miriam Dissen Ben-Or, Amit

Samet, Daniel Polyakov, Adi Gotliber, and Prof. Oren Shriki, the

community planned monthly workshops with various guest

lecturers, bringing close to 50 participants each time. The

activities let students and researchers identify challenges and

develop novel BrainTech technologies.

Brain Gurion Hackathon

Perhaps the highlight of the year of the BrainTech Community

activities was the “Brain Gurion Hackathon,” the first

NeuroTech-themed hackathon. The participants worked in

groups for 24 continuous hours to develop prototypes and

proofs of concept of solutions within the fields of neurology,

cognitive and behavioral sciences, engineering, software and

hardware development and other related fields. The event

was held with support from the University Entrepreneurship

Center, YAZAMUT 360.

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 



16

Delegations
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The Bengis Center strives to establish international relationships, to exchange
knowledge and resources on entrepreneurship education and to promote
multicultural activities. To this end, the Center hosts a number of academic and
corporate delegations each year and actively works on establishing partnerships
with key players worldwide.

Colombia

In April, the Bengis Center hosted 22 MBA students from the Pontificia Javeriana

University in Bogota, Colombia. The program, which lasted 7 days, was a result of

joint preparation with the goal of exposing the delegation to the Israeli ecosystem

and the elements that make Israel an innovation power. In this context, the

participants met with representatives from various fields - entrepreneurship,

investment, academia, government, global organizations, service providers and

more. The group also took part in short cultural day trips and visited universities,

manufacturing plants, hi-tech parks and even a jojoba field. All of the lectures,

workshops, trips and visits added up to a comprehensive perspective of cultural,

historical and economic aspects of Israel as the Startup Nation.

Denmark

Next year, students from Denmark will join students from the Department of

Hotels and Tourism Management for a joint academic course on hi-tech

entrepreneurship. The program is the result of collaboration that has been

developing over several months between BGU (through the Bengis Center),

University College Lillebælt and University College Absalon with the support of

the Danish Embassy. Taking place in both Denmark and Israel, this program is a

chance to learn about the promotion of innovative ideas and technological

entrepreneurship and to understand what an innovation ecosystem is in a

practical, interdisciplinary and multicultural setting. The course will include two

introduction days in Denmark followed by a five-day camp in Israel in which

Danish and Israeli students will work together to develop their own ideas into

viable business ventures.

“The Innovation Centre at the Danish embassy is working to promote university 

collaboration with a specific focus on student entrepreneurship. In our dialogue with Israeli 

partners we were enticed by the unique entrepreneurship education of the Faculty of 

Management at BGU. This year we will initiate a joint course together which we believe will 

benefit Danish students and faculty researchers in the future. We are confident that this is 

just the start of many jointly organized Danish-Israeli programs to come.”

Ms. Charlotte Slente
Ambassador Denmark to Israel
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International Intern - Israel Experts
In another first this year, the Center hosted an international intern from Israel Experts.

Interns at the Bengis Center have an opportunity to work in a unique setting that blends

academia and industry. Work in the center is dynamic and provides room for professional

development in a variety of areas. The summer intern worked together with the Bengis

Center team to develop a strategic plan for making The Challenge a global competition, as

well as interacting with various startups and learning about their daily challenges. The

program is a mutually beneficial opportunity for the intern to gain practical skills and for

the Bengis Center to expand its international reach.

Strengthening International Cooperation

Visit to Lithuana

VGTU is an institution that is actively engaged in learning and developing abilities in

entrepreneurship and innovation education, and as such constitutes an important

opportunity for cooperation. The main reasons for the invitation to Lithuania was for VGTU

representatives to learn from the experiences of BGU in promoting entrepreneurship and

to explore avenues of cooperation.

Visit to Russia

As part of the Innovation Workshop of 2018 at Skoltech University in Moscow, opportunities for

cooperation were examined while the Bengis Center Director, Yossi Shavit, aided as a mentor.

The success of the activity led Skoltech to invite Center representatives once more in 2019, this

time with a full delegation of Bengis Center leading mentors.

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 

The visit included meetings about the strategic

direction of VGTU programs and a series of lectures

and workshops for undergraduate and graduate

students on various topics, including principles for

creating an ecosystem of entrepreneurship and

innovation and the life cycle of startup companies.

Israeli-Ukranian Educational Forum

This forum brought together leaders and practitioners in higher education to provide

opportunities for international research collaboration and networking. Yossi Shavit presented on

the promotion of innovation and entrepreneurship in academic studies.
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Tuesday with Dan Ariely
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This year, the GGFBM led a number of important events to fulfill its
mission of promoting social responsibility. It was the Bengis Center’s
honor to take part in these events in collaboration with the faculty.

Renowned Prof. Dan Ariely, who conducted his research in the field of behavioral

economics, visited BGU for a special event led with the GGFBM, "Tuesday with Dan

Ariely - How to Improve Life with Behavioral Economics."

Behavioral economics deals with understanding the processes that motivate people

and make them make decisions, both economically and psychologically. For a full

day, students were exposed to the rich toolbox that behavioral economics has

proposed in recent years to solve problems in a wide variety of areas related to

human behavior - from pension savings to prudent consumer behavior to ways to

be happy over time.

Prof. Ariely led an experiential workshop in Behavioral Economics and held two

lectures, explaining the basic principles of behavioral economics and how to use the

tools of behavioral economics to promote social entrepreneurship and transform

the world into a better place. 75 students worked in 15 teams to identify and

analyze daily problems in the fields of economic behavior, health behavior and

social behavior, and tried to formulate creative solutions and intervention methods

through the tools and guidance they received.

Entrepreneurship and Innovation Joint Course
A unique partnership between the Faculty of Health Sciences, the GGFBM and the

Faculty of Engineering led to the creation of the first multidisciplinary course in

Israel - entrepreneurship and innovation for solving challenges in health and

medical systems.

The course, which was attended by 47 students, was part of a new program for

teaching entrepreneurship, which sees meetings between students from various

faculties and disciplines as a key to creativity in entrepreneurship. Many thanks to

the lecturers and leaders of the course - Dr. Stav Rosenzweig, Dr. Yair Sadaka, Prof.

Amir Shapira, Dr. Kineret Oren and Ms. Dana Rubin.



19

Cadet Course

The faculty course “From Idea to Startup” was offered to a class of pilots from Hatzerim Air

Base. The pilots spent two months learning about entrepreneurship and innovation and

developing their own ideas in groups. The course culminated with the students pitching

their ideas about breaking down plastic in the oceans and a social network for pilots to a

panel of leading figures in the innovation field.

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 

2019 in Pictures
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For more than a decade, the faculty entrepreneurship center has been sponsoring

the "Young Entrepreneurs" project in Israel. Over the years, this has taken the form

of paring university students completing their final project of the Department of

Management with youth to offer guidance.

In March, the Bengis Center hosted the mid-year event of "Young Entrepreneurs"

from the South. About one hundred youth from 16 schools in the Negev set up stalls

and presented their prototypes and a summary of the strategic directions of their

project.

On May 30, a group of Rager High School students, led by GGFBM students Gal Liran

and Eden Geva-Liran, won the national competition of the "Doing Business" program

of the Young Entrepreneurs Association of Israel. The winning team will represent

Israel in the finals in July in France.

Kids of the Faculty
To kick off the academic year, the Bengis Center hosted the charming children of the

GGFBM on "Innovation Day 2018." The children participated in lectures on robotics

and even experimented with robots themselves. They were exposed to new

technologies and directions of thought, and got to play virtual reality games along

the way.

Prof. Oren Shriki delivered an interesting lecture on computer brain interfaces while

Mr. Yossi Zahavi and his students exposed the children to the world of robotics. Alon

Ascherman, leader of the Ben-Gurion Racing team, showed the children their race

cars and how they build them.

In keeping with BGU’s mission to actively engage in developing the Negev, the
Bengis Center strives to spread its entrepreneurship values into the surrounding
community. This year’s programs focused on the leaders of tomorrow, local youth.
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Take The Challenge Global

Currently, The Challenge reaches students from universities all across Israel. In the

next stage of development, it will be expanded to universities worldwide. The

goal is twofold: to expand the reach of the competition so that more students

benefit from its practical nature, and to build an ongoing database of case studies

that lecturers can incorporate into their courses in addition to the competition.

Over the summer, the Bengis Center hosted an intern in cooperation with Israel

Experts who focused on exploring strategic options for expanding The Challenge,

building a network of international lecturers, and collecting case studies for the

initial database.

Based on the success and strength of the Bengis Center communities, next year

we will continue to grow the existing communities and establish new ones

focused on management skills for innovation and entrepreneurship. Like all of our

communities, these will be led by and geared toward students. One such

community in the early stages of development is a FinTech Community. Members

will hear from leaders in the field who will present a real-world challenge.

Students will then compete to come up with the best solution. The community

will offer students networking opportunities and give them tools for

implementing ideas.

Strengthen Communities

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 
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Appendix 1 – Inno-Negev 4th Cycle

Researchers

Cool Wear
Cool Wear is a wearable cooling device that supplies body cooling for hours at a time.

Xtreamhair Ultrafast hair brightening solutions for hair designers

SaveMe

SaveMe prevents forgetting children in vehicles using environmental monitoring with

wireless notification to parents and passersby.

Regular Track

VRsteps Rehabilitation of walking using VR and real-time biofeedback

Cybord
Solution for counterfeit and cyber electronic components by industrial mass authentication

PePo

PePo is an online platform that builds pet-lover communities by connecting pet owners and

pet service providers.

GrowUp

GrowUp will use image recognition, big data and self-learning algorithms to provide growers

with customized information on smart disease management.

Supported Track

Wisdom

Wisdom is an online community that provides practical video advice for web and digital

professionals.

Alleviate

Alleviate’s threat awareness technology assists organizations to understand and prepare for

violent threats.

Appendix 2 – Inno-Negev 5th Cycle

Researchers

Molbrick
Molbrick develops antimicrobial agents to fight drug-resistant Mycobacteria.

PlastiComm
PlastiComm provides the next generation of intra-vehicle networks

NanC
Nano Chip for fast detection of toxins

RealAds
Embedding advertisements in visual media and video content elegantly.

Regular Track

ScanFin
ScanFin helps traders find trading opportunities without spending hours analyzing graphs

Cybord
Solution for counterfeit and cyber electronic components by industrial mass authentication

E-blast

E-blast, an AI copywriter, automates online marketing processes of platforms sale pages

(Amazon, Ebay etc..) in order to maximize conversion rate and sales

Supported Track

Safe Intake
Safe Intake is an app that gets the right medication to the right person at the right time

DDPad
DDPad is an automated, last-mile solution to bring drone-based logistics to urban settings.

MGT

App for coaches and gymnasts that tracks workouts to improve performance, decrease

injury and train smarter for sustainable gymnastics.

Alleviate

Alleviate’s threat awareness technology assists organizations to understand and prepare for

violent threats.

Infibotics

Smart-Autonomous robotic systems for smart manufacturing,

Providing the "missing-link" for eliminating the human-error from the production plant and

increasing productivity.
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