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Arnold(Arnie)Bengis

Thisyearhad manygreat things in store, but it wasnot without its hardships. It

was with great sadnessthat we said goodbyeto our friend and the founder of

the BengisCenterfor Entrepreneurship& Innovation,ArnoldBengis.

Arnie was a visionarywho influencedthousandsof students,faculty members,

and the Negev region as a whole. Thanks to him, the first academic

entrepreneurshipcenter in Israelwasestablishedat Ben-GurionUniversityof the

Negev (BGU), creating new businesses,integrating practical content into

academiccourses,holding hundredsof conferences,establishingties between

academiaandindustry,andsomuchmore.

Ashe saidat hisTedxBGUtalk in 2015,άWhat we [at the BengisCenter]try to do

is convertdreamsinto reality. IΩve alwaysbeenquite awareof the creativeability

of youngIsraelisΧWetry to givepeoplethe skillsto turn their creativeability into

success.έ
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It is our honor to help promote the vision 
of a special and beloved man



It is with greatpleasurethat I write this greetingto concludethe wonderful academicyearof
2018/19. Thisyear, the Centertook on a new strategicdirection and beganto focusmore on
projectswithin the GuilfordGlazerFacultyof BusinessandManagement(GGFBM). We sought
to promote the CenterΩs values of hands-on, interdisciplinary and multicultural
entrepreneurshipeducation and the interplay between academiaand the άfieldέto the
dedicatedmanagementstudentsof the faculty.
In keeping with recent years, this year the Center continued to promote its international
outreach. In todayΩs globalizedworld, it is of great importance to us to strengthen our
relationshipsand expandour reachabroad. For that reason,we are constantlyseekingnew
opportunitiesfor collaborationanddevelopmentwith universitiesandinstitutionsworldwide.
A keyaspectof the BengisCenterΩs guidingvisionis practicaleducation. Byincorporatingcase
studiesand practicaltasksinto academia,we strive to bridgethe gapbetweenacademiaand
theάfieldέto makesurethat our studentsaregraduatingwith the tools they needto makeit in
the realworld. Thesethree areasςfocuson managementstudents,internationaloutreachand
practicaleducation- will continueto besignificantcomponentsof the Center.

In mysecondyearasDirectorof the BengisCenter,in additionto advancingexistingprograms,mygoal
wasto build frameworksthat wouldallowothersto takeinitiative asentrepreneurs,thusbecomingan
enablerof entrepreneurship. Alongwith this,I stroveto createsemi-academicactivitiesthat wouldallow
lecturersto incorporateinnovationandentrepreneurshipinto theircoursework.
Thefirst goalwasachievedby giving staff membersandstudentsthe tools they neededto develop
entrepreneurshipactivitiesin their own way and accordingto their own interests. We currentlyhave
threestrongcommunitiesledbystudentswhoarepassionateaboutpromotingentrepreneurshipin their
respectivefields,from biomedicaltechnologyto datamining. With the shift in visionthisyearto focusing
on the GGFBM,two future communitiesarecurrentlybeingdevelopedwith a focuson management.
Thesecondgoalwasachievedmainlythrough TheChallenge,our new openinnovationplatform and
leadingsemi-academicprogram,which was incorporated into the courseworkof twelve academic
coursesaswellasintoguestlecturesandotheractivities.
In addition, the Centerexpandedits internationalactivityby workingin collaborationwith institutions
worldwide, from Denmark to Colombiato the US. The Center hosted groups from universities,
embassies,venturecapitalgroupsandmoreinaneffort to maintainourstrongrelationshipswith partner
institutionsandlearnfrom what theyhaveto offer. Thesehadagreatimpacton our facultyΩsstudents,
givingthemanopportunityto workwith studentsandacademicstafffromotherpartsof theworld.
Thiswas a year of building and growth for the BengisCenter. I am proud to look backon all we
accomplishedthisyearandeagerto seewhatΩsto come.

Prof. Oded Lowengart
Chairman 

BengisCenter for Entrepreneurship & Innovation

Yossi Shavit
Director
BengisCenter for Entrepreneurship & Innovation
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Our Philosophy: Entrepreneurial Process
We believethat becomingan entrepreneur is a process. It beginswith learning

what entrepreneurshipisandwhat it takesandconcludeswhenonehasacquired

the tools neededto successfullyland investmentsand grow a company. People

cometo the BengisCenterat all stagesalongthis process; somejust startingout,

othersalreadyestablishedentrepreneurs.

The Center's programming addressesevery step along the entrepreneurial

process with practical, semi-academic, and academic programs, providing

everyone who walks through our doors with the support that they need to

grow andsucceed.

We offer everythingfrom lecturesand coursesfor people who want to explore

the idea of a new venture, to pitch eventsfor peopleseekinginvestmentsfor a

developed product and valuable tools including mentors, hub and online

databases.

Thetable showsall of the CenterΩs programs,whether practical,semi-academic

or academic,andwherethey fall alongthe entrepreneurialprocess. Theprograms

act asa funnel,with most focusedon the explorationstage,fewer in the ideation

stage,andthe mostconcentratedprogramsin the investmentstage.
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About the Bengis Center for 
Entrepreneurship & Innovation

Sinceits establishmentin 2001 as the first academicentrepreneurshipcenter in Israel,
one of the fundamental beliefs of the Bengis Center at BGU has been that
entrepreneurshipcan be taught. We strive to do just that, providing innovatorsat any
stage of the entrepreneurshipprocesswith the skills and support they need to be
successful.

TheBengisCenter,situatedin the GGFBM,is dedicatedto educatingandtraininga future
cadreof businessleadersand innovatorswho havetakenup the challengeof converting
ideasinto new marketableproducts,services,and enterprises. We serveas a catalyst,
creatingand channelingentrepreneurialactivity throughout the universityenvironment
andthe entire Negevregion.

In all of our programs,we strive to giveour studentspracticalknowledgeand hands-on
experiences. We emphasizemulti-disciplinary activities that promote collaborative
bondsacrosssectors,and alsobelievein the importanceof cross-cultural interactions,
working in partnership with institutions from around the world. The flags below
representthe countrieswith whichwe hadsignificantcollaborationthis pastyear.

Over the yearswe have createdprogramsthat allow us to support students,staff and

people from the community throughout the entrepreneurial process. The Center
activelydevelopsandstrengthensall aspectsof the innovation ecosystemof Beer-Sheva
by askingour studentsto solvereal-world problems: contemporaryorganizationsfaceall
sorts of challengesand this createsan opportunity. Throughour unique, diverse,and
invaluableconnectionswith organizationsfrom Israeland aroundthe world, we are able
to offer students practical experience and guidance, whether through internships,
competitions,or mentoring. Our studentsare young,bright, motivated, and innovative;
just the right peopleto helpour partnersin the ecosystemsolvetheir challenges.

Exposureto
all students

Activitiesopento
all institutions

Support throughout the 

entrepreneurial process

Challenges
from the field

Multidisciplinary
programs

Multicultural 
programs

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
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The Bengis Center in Numbers
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Hi-Tech Entrepreneurship Internship

Thisyear,one of the CenterΩs newestprograms,TheHi-TechEntrepreneurship

Internship,pairedstudent-internswith startup entrepreneursor researchersfor

the first time in the university.

The internship program is precededby a brief pre-internship training course

introducing interns to the program and giving them the tools they need. The

program allows students to concurrentlyapply their academicknowledgeand

reflect on their professional experience. Focusing on startups and

entrepreneurship provides students with more hands-on, directly relevant

experiencewith new and innovativetechnology. Throughoutthe program,the

interns receivecontinuousprofessionalsupport with three points of reflection

andbi-weeklymentorship.

HRnnovationHackathon

At the event,which took placeat the Orient Hotel in

Jerusalem,students from the Department of Hotel

Managementand Tourismat BGUcreatedteamsof

4-5 participantsto comeup with projectsto address

the lackof employeesin the hotel industryin Israel.

Social Solidarity International Hackathon

The international hackathonevent,άBridgingGapsin LocalDevelopmentProcesses,έ

brought over 140 participants from SKEMABusinessSchool in France,the Mandel

MBA Program for Social Leadership, Atidim Cadets for Municipal Service and

Recipients of the Feher Scholarship in the GGFBM together to create social

engagementproductsthat would leavea lastingmarkon society.

The studentsovercamecultural and languagegapsto identify problemsin municipal

developmentand offer their best solutions. Someof the ideas included creating a

communitynetworkingplatform for people to sharetheir hobbiesand smart bus

stopsto encouragethe useof public transportation.

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 

HRnnovationwascreatedasa result of collaborationbetweenthe Department
of Hotel Managementand Tourismat the GGFBM,the BengisCenterand the
IsrotelHotel Chain.

Thefirst cycleof this programwasled by the BengisCenterwith studentsof the

MBAInternational Programat the GGFBM.
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Project with Electrical & Computer Engineering

Penn State University
13 students from Penn State University came

to the BengisCenter in March to work with

students from our own MBA International

Program on The Challengecompetition. The

students spent a few weeks prior to their

meetingcomingup with their own ideas.

This was the third year of incorporatingan entrepreneurialcomponent into over 100

seniorprojectssubmittedby the undergraduatestudentsof the Departmentof Electrical

& ComputerEngineering. Thestudentswere asked to considerthe managerialaspects

of commercializingthe technology they developed for their senior projects. They

attended lectureson the topic of entrepreneurshipto give them the basethey needed,

andwere then askedto submitan executivesummaryand film themselvespitchingtheir

idea. From year to year the programΩs contribution to the training of engineersonly

grows, making them more innovative and aware of the practical applicationsof their

technology.

Thisyear,twelvecoursesintegratedentrepreneurshipandinnovationinto their curriculum

by having their students submit project ideas to The Challenge. Coursescame from

departmentssuchasBusinessandManagement,IndustrialEngineeringandManagement,

Software and Information Systems Engineering and Clinical Biochemistry and

Pharmacology. Thishigh level of cooperationbetween the BengisCenterand academia

setsa precedentfor tying practicalapplicationsinto academicwork in the yearsto come.

ReadmoreaboutTheChallengecompetitionon page9.

The Challenge

They then formed international teams basedon similar interests and put their ideas

together to submit to this yearΩs Intel AI Challenge. The studentsformed 6 teams and

came up with ideas ranging from finance to drones. One of these teams ended up

winningthird placein the competition.
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Third Cycle ςIntel Israel

TheChallengeis a globalopen-innovationplatform, designedto enlist students

from all faculties and academicintuitions to provide solutions to real-world

challengesaffectinglargeorganizations. Eachcycle,a different globalcompany

provides a unique Challengethey are facing. The BengisCenter strives to

encourageinvolvementandparticipationthrough entrepreneurship-promoting

projects. Competitionsprovide opportunities to bring new people into the

CenterΩs activities,empower youngentrepreneursand foster new ideaswith

the power to changethe world.

One of our main goals this year was to incorporate the competition into

academicactivities. This goal was achievedwhen twelve academiccourses

made The Challenge an integral part of their syllabus. Lecturers from

departmentsas distinct as ClinicalBiochemistryand Pharmacology,Software

and Information Systems Engineering and Business and Management

presentedthe current Challengeto their students as a practical element to

complementtheir coursestudies.

TheChallengealsobecamean integralpart of manyBengisCenteractivities. In

January,three of our BengisCenterCommunitiescametogether for a first-of-

its-kind event centered around The Challenge. In March, a delegation of

studentsfrom PennStatearrivedfor a Challengemini-hackathon.

Aspart of the third cycleof TheChallenge,άAI Everywhere,έstudentswere askedto

utilize IntelΩs technologiesto submit a product or service idea that uses artificial

intelligence to benefit society. The Challenge encourages interdisciplinary

participation by askingthe question,άIf you had the knowledge,tools, or skills to

createAI technology,what would you create?έWith 108participatingteamsand228

students, The Challengewas the BengisCenterΩs biggest competition of the year.

Studentscamefrom leadinginstitutions around Israel,includingBGU,the Technion,

OpenUniversity,TelAvivUniversity,andthe HebrewUniversity.

Thewinningteam wasάWe HearYou,έwho cameup with a revolutionarysystemfor

translatingsignlanguagemovementsto voiceor writing for the 12,000shekelprize.
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The Challenge Open-Innovation Platform
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CSE

Guest Lectures

The Bengis Center holds dozens of events every year, such as hackathons,

workshops,lectures,conferencesand more. Many of these events are held in the

framework of one of our ongoingprograms,suchas the Inno-NegevAcceleratoror

the Communities, strengthening the Bengis CenterΩs role as enablers of

entrepreneurship.

In a specialevent,RichardCarlton,CEOof the

Canadian Securities Exchange, and Jason

Paltrowitz, ExecutiveVice President of OTC

MarketsGroupcameto the BengisCenterand

talked to local entrepreneurs about going

publicin North Americanmarkets.

E
ve

n
ts TheCenterhostsdozensof guestlectureseachyear. Theselecturerscomefrom the

businessworld as specialistsin marketing,sales,businessdevelopmentand more,

andfrom the tech world asspecialistsin web development,softwareimplementation

or digitalhealth,to namea few.

Thelecturesbringstudents,researchersandmembersof the wider Negevcommunity

togetherto hearfrom leadingexpertsin a varietyof fields.

άIt is part of our mission as a Faculty to provide our students with the tools they 

need to succeed after graduation. That means giving them an opportunity to 
work on real-world challenges during the time of their studies. It means 

building practical aspects into the framework of the coursework and bridging 
the gap between academia and industry.έ 

ProfessorHaimLevystartedoff the eventwith a talk on legislatingpubliccompanies,
then Mr. Carlton and Mr. Paltrowitz spoke about their experience and fielded
questionsfrom the audience. Theevent would not havebeen possiblewithout the
supportof MichaelKahiriandSharonSteimanfrom Keftech.

Miki Malul
Dean
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management
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Pitching Events

Pitchingeventsare an important educationaltool for improvingteam presentationskillsand

preparing entrepreneurs for real-world meetings with key players. Throughout the year,

BengisCentermentors attended variousacademiccoursesto give the studentsa chanceto

practicepitching to leadingfigures in entrepreneurship. In addition to providingeducation-

basedevents,one of the CenterΩs goalsis to providepracticalnetworkingand investinghelp

to startupsbybringingin investors.

Startup 101
This 3-part workshop is a short, practical courseon

the topic of entrepreneurshipfor beginners. It offersa

mix of materials for every style of learning,weekly

mentorship from expert practitioners,and the tools

needed to create a startup, all in one place. It is

designed for emerging business leaders and

innovators who want a masterclass in

entrepreneurship.

BENGIS CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 


