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Arnold(Arnie)Bengis

Thisyear had many greatthingsin store, but it wasnot without its hardships It
was with great sadnesghat we said goodbyeto our friend and the founder of
the BengisCenterfor Entrepreneurshig Innovation,ArnoldBengis

Arnie was a visionarywho influencedthousandsof students, faculty members,
and the Negev region as a whole. Thanks to him, the first academic
entrepreneurshipcenterin Israelwasestablishedat BenGurionUniversityof the
Negev (BGU), creating new businesses,integrating practical content into
academiccourses,holding hundreds of conferences,establishingties between
academiaandindustry,andso muchmore.

Ashe saidat his TedxBGUalk in 2015 dWhat we [at the BengisCenter]try to do
is convertdreamsinto reality. IQe alwaysbeenquite aware of the creativeability
of younglsraeliX Wetry to givepeoplethe skillsto turn their creativeability into
success

It is our honor to help promote the vision
of a special and beloved man
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Prof. OdedLowengart

Chairman
BengisCenter for Entrepreneurship & Innovation
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It is with greatpleasurethat | write this greetingto concludethe wonderful academicyear of
2018 19. Thisyear,the Centertook on a new strategicdirection and beganto focusmore on
projectswithin the Guilford GlazerFacultyof Businesand Management(GGFBM)We sought
to promote the Cente@ values of handson, interdisciplinary and multicultural
entrepreneurship education and the interplay between academiaand the dfieldé to the
dedicatedmanagemenstudentsof the faculty.

In keepingwith recent years, this year the Center continued to promote its international
outreach In todayQ globalizedworld, it is of great importance to us to strengthen our
relationshipsand expandour reach abroad For that reason,we are constantlyseekingnew
opportunitiesfor collaborationanddevelopmentwith universitiesandinstitutionsworldwide.
A key aspectof the BengisCentelQ guidingvisionis practicaleducation Byincorporatingcase
studiesand practicaltasksinto academiawe strive to bridge the gap between academiaand
the dfieldé to makesurethat our studentsare graduatingwith the tools they needto makeit in
the realworld. Thesethree areasc focuson managemenstudents,internationaloutreachand
practicaleducation- will continueto be significantcomponentsof the Center

Yossi Shavit
Director
BengisCenter for Entrepreneurship & Innovation
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In my secondyearasDirectorof the BengisCenter,in additionto advancingexistingprogramsmy goal
wasto build frameworksthat would allow othersto take initiative asentrepreneursthus becomingan
enablerof entrepreneurshipAlongwith this, | stroveto createsemiacademi@ctivitiesthat would allow
lecturersto incorporateinnovationandentrepreneurshipnto their coursework

Thefirst goalwasachievedby giving staff membersand studentsthe tools they neededto develop
entrepreneurshipactivitiesin their own way and accordingto their own interests We currently have
three strongcommunitieded by studentswho are passionateaboutpromotingentrepreneurshipn their
respectivefields,from biomedicatechnologyto datamining With the shiftin visionthis yearto focusing
on the GGFBM,two future communitiesare currently beingdevelopedwith a focuson management
The secondgoal was achievedmainly through The Challengepur new open innovation platform and
leading semtacademicprogram, which was incorporated into the courseworkof twelve academic
coursesaswell asinto guestlecturesandother activities

In addition, the Centerexpandedits international activity by workingin collaborationwith institutions
worldwide, from Denmarkto Colombiato the US The Center hosted groups from universities,
embassiesyenturecapitalgroupsandmore in aneffort to maintainour strongrelationshipswith partner
institutions and learnfrom what they haveto offer. Thesehad a greatimpacton our faculty@ students,
givingthem anopportunityto work with studentsandacademicstafffrom other partsof the world.
Thiswas a year of building and growth for the BengisCenter | am proud to look back on all we
accomplishethisyearandeagerto seewhat@to come
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We believethat becomingan entrepreneuris a process It beginswith learning
what entrepreneurshipis and what it takesand concludesvhen one hasacquired
the tools neededto successfullyand investmentsand grow a company People
cometo the BengisCenterat all stagesalongthis process somejust starting out,
othersalreadyestablishecentrepreneurs

The Center's programming addressesevery step along the entrepreneurial
process with practical, semiacademic, and academic programs, providing
everyone who walks through our doors with the support that they need to
grow and succeed

We offer everythingfrom lecturesand coursesfor people who want to explore
the idea of a new venture, to pitch eventsfor people seekinginvestmentsfor a
developed product and valuable tools including mentors, hub and online
databases

Thetable showsall of the Centel@ programs,whether practical,semtracademic
or academicandwherethey fall alongthe entrepreneurialprocess Theprograms
act asa funnel, with mostfocusedon the explorationstage,fewer in the ideation
stage,andthe mostconcentratedprogramsin the investmentstage
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Sinceits establishmentin 2001 as the first academicentrepreneurshipcenter in Israel,
one of the fundamental beliefs of the Bengis Center at BGU has been that
entrepreneurshipcan be taught We strive to do just that, providing innovatorsat any
stage of the entrepreneurshipprocesswith the skills and support they need to be
successful

TheBengisCenter,situatedin the GGFBMis dedicatedto educatingandtraining a future
cadreof businesdeadersand innovatorswho havetaken up the challengeof converting
ideasinto new marketable products, services,and enterprises We serve as a catalyst,
creatingand channelingentrepreneurialactivity throughout the university environment
andthe entire Negewegion

In all of our programs,we strive to give our studentspractical knowledgeand handson
experiences We emphasize multi-disciplinary activities that promote collaborative
bondsacrosssectors,and also believein the importanceof crosscultural interactions,
working in partnership with institutions from around the world. The flags below
representthe countrieswith whichwe hadsignificantcollaborationthis pastyear
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Overthe yearswe have created programsthat allow us to support students, staff and

people from the community throughout the entrepreneurial process The Center
activelydevelopsand strengthensall aspectsof the innovation ecosystemof BeerSheva
by askingour studentsto solvereal-world problems contemporaryorganizationdaceall

sorts of challengesand this createsan opportunity. Throughour unique, diverse,and

invaluableconnectionswith organizationdrom Israeland aroundthe world, we are able
to offer students practical experience and guidance, whether through internships,
competitions,or mentoring Our studentsare young, bright, motivated, and innovative

justthe right peopleto help our partnersin the ecosystensolvetheir challenges
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The Bengis Center in Numbers

The Wumbers Behind
our Aclivdics

HOURS OF INDIVIDUAL
COUNSELING

Led by 60 mentors, leading
figures in business and
technology.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE
CHALLENGE COMPETITION

As part of Intel's Al Everywhere
Challenge. 108 ideas submitted
from 12 academic institutions!

INGORPORATED

The Challenge into their
syllabus.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Attended Bengis Center events.

TEAMS IN THE INNO NEGEV
TECH ACCELERATOR

With 7 teams led by researchers +
7 teams in the supported track of
Inno-Negev over 2 cycles.

DELEGATIONS OF
INTERNATIONAL FIGURES

Students, professors, investors
and business professionals.
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INTERDISCIPLINARY
HACKATHONS CHALLENGES

Multicultural teams, dealing with
various industry challenges.

COMMUNITIES

Diligent students interested in
BioMed Tech, Brain Tech and
Data Science.

EXPANDING
KNOWLEDGE EVENTS

Led by our communities.

TECH-HUB

24/7 workspace equipped with
cutting edge technology!

Find out More

Www.bengis.org

Teon made by Freeplk from www.flaticon.com

Bengis Center for
Entrepreneurship & Innovation



Thisyear, one of the CenteQ newestprograms,The Hi-TechEntrepreneurship
Internship, paired studentinterns with startup entrepreneursor researcherdor
the first time in the university

The internship program is precededby a brief pre-internship training course
introducing interns to the programand giving them the tools they need The
program allows studentsto concurrentlyapply their academicknowledgeand
reflect on their professional experience Focusing on startups and
entrepreneurship provides students with more handson, directly relevant
experiencewith new and innovativetechnology Throughoutthe program,the
interns receive continuousprofessionalsupport with three points of reflection
andbi-weeklymentorship

Thefirst cycleof this programwasled by the BengisCenterwith studentsof the
MBA International Programat the GGFBM
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HRnnovationvas createdasa result of collaborationbetweenthe Department
of Hotel Managementand Tourismat the GGFBMthe BengisCenterand the
Isrotel Hotel Chain

At the event,whichtook placeat the OrientHotelin

Jerusalemstudents from the Department of Hotel

Managementand Tourismat BGUcreatedteams of

4-5 participantsto comeup with projectsto address
the lackof employeedn the hotel industryin Israel

The international hackathonevent, éBridgingGapsin LocalDevelopmentProcesses, l]
brought over 140 participants from SKEMABusinessSchoolin France,the Mandel

MBA Program for Social Leadership, Atidim Cadets for Municipal Service and
Recipients of the Feher Scholarshipin the GGFBM together to create social
engagemenproductsthat would leavea lastingmarkon society

The students overcamecultural and languagegapsto identify problemsin municipal
developmentand offer their best solutions Someof the ideasincluded creatinga
communitynetworkingplatform for peopleto sharetheir hobbiesand smartbus

stopsto encouragethe useof publictransportation




Thisyear,twelve coursesntegratedentrepreneurshipandinnovationinto their curriculum
by having their students submit project ideasto The Challenge Coursescame from
departmentssuchasBusines&and Management|ndustrialEngineeringand Management,
Software and Information Systems Engineering and Clinical Biochemistry and
PharmacologyThis high level of cooperationbetween the BengisCenterand academia
setsa precedentfor tying practicalapplicationsinto academiowork in the yearsto come
Readmore about TheChallengeeompetitionon page9.

Penn State University
13 studentsfrom Penn State University came
to the BengisCenterin March to work with
students from our own MBA International
Program on The Challengecompetition The
students spent a few weeks prior to their
meetingcomingup with their own ideas

Theythen formed international teams based on similar interests and put their ideas
together to submit to this yearQ Intel Al Challenge The studentsformed 6 teams and
came up with ideas ranging from finance to drones One of these teams ended up
winningthird placein the competition

Thiswas the third year of incorporatingan entrepreneurialcomponentinto over 100
seniorprojectssubmitted by the undergraduatestudentsof the Departmentof Electrical
& ComputerEngineering The studentswere asked to considerthe managerialaspects
of commercializingthe technology they developed for their senior projects They
attended lectureson the topic of entrepreneurshipto give them the basethey needed,
and were then askedto submitan executivesummaryand film themselvespitchingtheir
idea From year to year the progran@ contribution to the training of engineersonly
grows, making them more innovative and aware of the practical applicationsof their
technology




TheChallenges a globalopeninnovationplatform, designedo enlist students
from all faculties and academicintuitions to' provide solutionsto realworld

challengesaffectinglarge organizationsEachcycle,a different globalcompany
provides a unique Challengethey are facing The BengisCenter strives to

encouragenvolvementand participationthrough entrepreneurshippromoting
projects Competitionsprovide opportunities to bring new people into the

Cente@ activities,empower young entrepreneursand foster new ideaswith

the powerto changethe world.

One of our main goals this year was to incorporate the competition into

academicactivities This goal was achievedwhen twelve academiccourses
made The Challengean integral part of their syllabus Lecturers from

departmentsas distinct as ClinicalBiochemistryand PharmacologySoftware
and Information Systems Engineering and Business and Management
presentedthe current Challengeto their students as a practical element to

complementtheir coursestudies

TheChallengaalsobecameanintegral part of manyBengisCenteractivities In

Januarythree of our BengisCenterCommunitiescametogether for a first-of-

its-kind event centered around The Challenge In March, a delegation of

studentsfrom PennStatearrivedfor a Challengamini-hackathon
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Aspart of the third cycleof The ChallengefAl Everywheré, studentswere askedto

utilize Intel@ technologiesto submit a product or serviceidea that usesartificial

intelligence to benefit society The Challenge encourages interdisciplinary
participation by askingthe question, df you had the knowledge,tools, or skillsto

create Al technology,what would you createZ With 108 participatingteamsand 228
students, The Challengewas the BengisCenteQ biggest competition of the year

Studentscame from leadinginstitutions around Israel,includingBGU,the Technion,
OpenUniversity,Tel AvivUniversityandthe HebrewUniversity

Thewinningteam was dWe Hear Yous who cameup with a revolutionarysystemfor

translatingsignlanguagenovementsto voiceor writing for the 12,000 shekelprize




The Bengis Center holds dozens of events every year, such as hackathons,
workshops, lectures, conferencesand more. Many of these events are held in the
framework of one of our ongoingprograms,suchasthe Inno-NegevAcceleratoror
the Communities, strengthening the Bengis CentelQ@ role as enablers of
entrepreneurship

The Centerhostsdozensof guestlectureseachyear Theselecturerscomefrom the

businessworld as specialistsin marketing, sales,businessdevelopmentand more,

andfrom the tech world asspecialistsn web development,softwareimplementation

or digital health,to namea few.

Thelecturesbring students,researcherand membersof the wider Negevcommunity

togetherto hearfrom leadingexpertsin a variety of fields.
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In a specialevent, RichardCarlton,CEQof the
Canadian Securities Exchange, and Jason
Paltrowitz, Executive Vice Presidentof OTC
Markets Groupcameto the BengisCenterand
talked to local entrepreneurs about going
publicin North Americanmarkets

ProfessoHaimLevystarted off the eventwith a talk on legislatingpubliccompanies,
then-Mr. Carlton.and Mr. Paltrowitz spoke about their experience and fielded

guestionsfrom the audience The event would not have been possiblewithout the

supportof MichaelKahiriand SharonSteimanfrom Keftech

Miki Malul

Dean
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management

Ot is part of our mission as a Faculty to provide our students with the tools they
need to succeed after graduation. That means giving them an opportunity to
work on realworld challenges during the time of their studies. It means
building practical aspects into the framework of the coursework and bridging
the gap between academia and industgy.



Pitchingeventsare an important educationaltool for improvingteam presentationskillsand
preparing entrepreneursfor realworld meetings with key players Throughoutthe year,
BengisCentermentors attended variousacademiccoursesto give the studentsa chanceto
practice pitching to leadingfiguresin entrepreneurship In addition to providing education
basedevents,one of the CenteQ goalsis to provide practicalnetworkingand investinghelp
to startupsby bringingin investors

This 3-part workshopis a short, practical courseon
the topic of entrepreneurshigfor beginners It offersa
mix of materialsfor every style of learning, weekly
mentorship from expert practitioners, and the tools
needed to create a startup, all in one place It is
designed for emerging business leaders and
innovators who want a masterclass in
entrepreneurship
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