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Greetings from Arnold Bengis
The Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation has become a critical component in
the advancement of entrepreneurship and innovation, both in the Negev and throughout the
whole of Israel. It has succeeded in channeling academic expertise in a practical way to the
benefit of both the business and public sectors.
During the past year, the Bengis Center has conducted a wide range of activities, enhancing
its reputation as the leading institution of its type in the country. In addition, it has made a
major contribution to the innovation ecosystem of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, for
which it has earned an enviable reputation.
In a recent study conducted by Brandeis University in the United States, Beer-Sheva was
identified as one of the seven technology hot spots worldwide that should be considered by
technology and life sciences companies when they evaluate their global location strategy, an
acievement which would not be possible without the remarkable efforts of researchers and
students at Ben-Gurion University. We are proud that the Bengis Center was specifically
mentioned, thus upholding our vision and consequently giving us much gratification.

Arnold Bengis
Founder
Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation
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Greetings from Dafna Schwartz
We are pleased to present the major highlights of 2016. Throughout this past year, the Bengis
Center has been involved in an impressive range of programs cultivating entrepreneurship
and innovation. Among the many activities taking place were: business plan competitions;
conferences; special events. Various gatherings included TEDx, lectures open to the public,
hackathons, and many more. We assisted students and University staff members in advancing their ideas into initiatives by hosting workshops and providing personal consultation
sessions. The Bengis Center supported research activity, provided academic courses,
brought in guest lecturers, and held international courses in partnership with universities
abroad (in Brazil and Australia).
An important component of the Center’s activities is the regional communal aspect; we make
a point to include activities for the benefit of the Negev region, in cooperation with local organizations. Activities included a business plan competition focused on projects assisting regional economic development, events held at local pubs in the city of Beer-Sheva, support of
local youth activities related to innovation, and more. Many of these activities have been conducted in collaboration with other entities from the University, the region, throughout Israel,
and abroad.
We recently founded, together with B.G.N. Technologies, the “Inno-Negev Technological Accelerator,” which provides entrepreneurs in their early stages with the tools needed to increase the viability and develop different abilities to advance their ventures.
In 2016, students and University staff, as well as business professionals, entrepreneurs, and
organizations from the region and throughout Israel, all took part in the Bengis Center’s activities. This is a testament to the capabilities of the Bengis Center in advancing innovation
and entrepreneurship in the University in particular, and for the economic development of
the region as well.
We would like to express our appreciation to the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and
Management, headed by the Dean, Prof. Oded Lowengart, for its continuing support.
We also want to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Arnie Bengis for his vision and ongoing
support, which has enabled us to implement all of these programs.

Prof. Dafna Schwartz
Chairperson and Director
Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation
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About The Center
Established in the year 2000, the Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation at the
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management is a proactive measure of the evergrowing demand to understand the main issues faced today in the fields of entrepreneurship,
innovation, and hi-tech management.
With great vision and foresight by Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, we are successfully
cultivating a spirit of entrepreneurship and innovation in many faculties of the university,
and beyond the gates of BGU. The Center actively supports a wide range of entrepreneurial
and innovative practices, and conducts research in these areas as well.
Another goal of the Bengis Center is to serve as an agent that promotes synergy in the innovation ecosystem of Beer-Sheva through our unique, diverse, and valuable connections involving leading institutions from other parts of the world. Our work has an impact on the
development of Beer Sheva, the Negev region, and the State of Israel as a whole.
We are proud to present the highlights from this year.
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Jilin University-Ben Gurion University
Joint Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (BGU) in Israel, and Jilin University (JLU), the biggest
university in China, signed an agreement to establish a joint center for entrepreneurship and
innovation. The agreement was signed in the presence of Chinese Vice Premier Liu Yandong
and Israeli Education Minister Naftali Bennett.
The JLU-BGU Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation is a multi-disciplinary platform
that encourages collaboration between both institutions in research, education, events, and
industry. It endeavors to leverage the complementary expertise and synergies between the
two universities and to promote activities within the universities involved.
The agreement emerged through the cooperation of the universities’ two innovation centers:
the Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation in the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management at BGU and the China-Israel Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation in the Faculty of Economics at JLU. Leadership at two centers will oversee the activities
of the new joint center for entrepreneurship and innovation.

GEIC Conference
Beginning on May 16, 2016, the third
Global Entrepreneurship and Innovation Conference (GEIC) took place for
a week at Ben-Gurion University. This
was the first activity held by the Joint
Center JLU-BGU for Entrepreneurship
and Innovation.
The theme of this year’s conference
was “Entrepreneurship and Innovation, China-Israel – Challenges and Opportunities.”
The Chinese delegation included 130 participants, a mix of leading academics from Jilin University and other Chinese universities, government officials from the Jilin province, entrepreneurs, and business people. On the Israeli side, the conference attracted about 300 participants, including leading academics and business professionals. Arnold Bengis, founder of
the Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation, was also in attendance.
For more information please click here to view a video of the event. Please also click here to
find the article on the University’s website.
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Support in Academic Courses
A number of adjunct activities were incorporated in 2016. These include:
 Guest lecturers from the business sector
 Promote collaboration with companies (such as: students assist startup as part of
their academic course assignments)
 Assisting the Entrepreneurship, high-tech & innovation track, Department of Business Administration
 Assisting the Department of Electrical Engineering – (Final Project for 2017)
 Assisting the Department of Management (Senior Projects)

Global Academic Enrichment Activities
"Innovation and Entrepreneurship in an Emerging Economy: Brazil” – An academic course
held in collaboration with the University of Fortaleza and Ceara’s Federation of Industrialists
This course is part of the MBA Entrepreneurship & Innovation Track of the Department of
Business Administration, the Guilford Glazer
Faculty of Business and Management at BenGurion University of the Negev. The course
concludes with a week-long seminar in Brazil,
thanks to the generosity of Mr. Arnold Bengis,
who has donated a special fund for this mission
through the Center.
In light of the dynamic changes in global markets, the objective of the seminar is to expose
students to the potential activities taking place in growing markets, and in one of the four
BRIC countries in particular. The Center chooses eight students annually to travel to Brazil
for a seminar that enables them to analyze existing models and measures and to experience
advanced business activities in these markets, and allows them to study emerging markets
from a new perspective and gain an in-depth understanding of Brazil’s economy. This year,
the students worked in teams to research tools of innovation aimed at small-medium sized
businesses, which they later recommended for implementation in Ceara, Brazil to great effect.
The course took place in both Israel and Ceara Brazil, in cooperation with the University of
Fortaleza and with FIEC, Ceara’s Federation of Industrialists. The Bengis Center supports and
subsidizes this course, encouraging entrepreneurship and innovation among students and
faculty. The group met the presidents of FIEC (Federation of Industries of the State of Ceara)
and BNB (Bank of Northeast of Brazil), took part in field trips to several organizations, and
learned a great deal more about the innovation ecosystem in Brazil.
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“Technological Entrepreneurship” – An academic course held in collaboration with Monash
University in Australia
On February 26, 2016, the second cycle of the
Technological Entrepreneurship program began in Melbourne, Australia. During this week
of activities, planned and organized by the Generator, Monash University’s dedicated entrepreneurship support office run out of the Office
of the Vice-Provost (Research and Research Infrastructure), students began to formulate and
develop their business concepts. Following this
first week, a four-month joint work period began for the students, during which they conducted market research, formulated strategies,
and wrote their business plans jointly from opposite sides of the world.
The third and final part of the program brought Monash staff and students to Israel to reunite
with the Ben-Gurion group for one week in a series of lectures and workshops. They were
also given opportunities to present their new ventures in front of leading figures in the ecosystem from academia, multinationals, investors, entrepreneurs, the army, and more.
At Ben-Gurion University, the course is part of the MBA Entrepreneurship & Innovation
Track, which is led by Prof. Dafna Schwartz, as part of the Department of Business Administration of the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management. The program, which is
led and supported by the Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation, has generated a
new interesting and successful model, jointly created by both institutions. The success of this
course is a trigger for exploring other collaboration opportunities within the two universities’ existing cooperation.
More details about the participants and outcomes of this program can be found in Appendix
A.

Academic Enrichment Activities for International Students
Entrepreneurship & Innovation Track – Held in collaboration with the Ginsburg Ingerman
Overseas Students Program (OSP)
The Bengis Center, in collaboration with the Office of International Academic Affairs, provides students from abroad with two opportunities to learn about entrepreneurship and innovation. This track runs in the spring semester following a six-week ulpan, and is available
in an accelerated fashion in a month-long program called, “Summer Innovation & Leadership.” The Entrepreneurship & Innovation Track combines courses from various academic
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fields, as well as practical skills and theory, in order to provide students with useful tools and
to educate them in innovative thinking and entrepreneurship.
Summer Program
On July 14, 2016, the first cycle of the “Summer
Innovation & Leadership” began with 13 participants representing five different countries:
the United States, Canada, Brazil, Nigeria, and
China.
In addition to the academic enrichment, the
OSP program includes weekend trips within Israel – from the North to the South. The Entrepreneurship and Innovation Track’s travels
have an innovative focus, including visits to
kibbutzim Revivim and Keturah, which have adapted to the changing times by establishing
innovative business ventures, from technological incubators to solar and algal farming.
Taught in English, this four-week summer program offers a unique academic and entrepreneurial experience to international students from all backgrounds, and enables them to gain
practical tools, knowledge and opportunities to broaden their professional network. The
program focuses on the hi-tech ecosystem, providing an understanding of startups and the
fundamentals of entrepreneurship, leadership, innovation, and more.
Two intensive courses enable students to translate ideas into successful business ventures.
In addition, an Innovation Lecture Series lets the students gather ideas and tips from accomplished experts in the field of innovation through a set of enriching lectures.
Program participants attain many career-enhancing skills and experiences, such as conceptualizing a technological venture, conducting market surveys and formulating strategies,
presenting a startup pitch, getting feedback from investors and professionals, and expanding
professional networks through face-to-face meetings with business leaders in Israel, including leading figures from multinational companies, venture capitalists, investors, and successful entrepreneurs.
The students also take part in interesting events such as Hackathons, “Entrepreneurship on
the Bar”, and field trips exploring many aspects of the Israeli business ecosystem.
For more details about the participants and activities of this program, see Appendix B.
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Special Events
TEDxBGU Conference
This event is spearheaded by students from the
Medical School of International Health – a collaboration between BGU’s Faculty of Health Sciences and Columbia University.
The TED program is a global trend that has been
spreading for over 30 years, promoting “ideas
worth spreading”. TEDx conferences are independent and local events that bring people together for an experience resembling Global TED
conferences.
The conference includes a combination of recorded and live lectures, sparking in-depth discussions among participants, as well as a number of intriguing demonstrations and moving
performances. For five years the Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation has
helped an enthusiastic (international and Israeli) student group to organize TEDxBGU
events at BGU.
TEDx events reach global audiences, and the potential impact is boundless. Because of the
overwhelming amount of applications (over 1000) to attend the previous year’s event, we
also did a live screening of this year’s entire conference online, which drew more than 130
attendees into another hall at the university, and generated viewers from different countries
around the globe as well. Most importantly, the official TEDx YouTube channel uploads every
lecture on video for TED fans around the world to see.
On May 23, 2016 the TEDxBGU conference took place, with over 230 participants both in the
official event and the OFF-TED event. The theme was “Fingerprints”, where each speaker
brought to light their own unique perspective and mark on society. TEDxBGU 2016 was a big
success, with many motivational talks and great audience interaction.
The excitement generated for the TEDxBGU event grows year after year. For more highlights,
please click here to visit our Facebook page, and please also click here to view the event
webpage.
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The AWSome Day – Held in cooperation with Amazon
The AWSome Day is an Amazon Web Services (AWS) global training program that
has been running for several years. It consists of a free, one-day event delivered by
AWS expert technical instructors. This
event is aimed at business and technical
leaders, as well as IT Pros and developers
who are eager to learn more about cloud
computing and be trained on the AWS
Cloud.
Our professional trainer delivered the sessions at the venue. More than 200 students,
faculty and hi-tech people took part in this event.
The Breakfast Club
Led by the Bengis Center, Inno-Negev, the Luzzato Group, and CyberSpark, The Breakfast
Club took place for the first time on February 10, 2016. This marked the beginning of a series
of events with the purpose of making new connections between entrepreneurs from Israel’s
Southern region and leading figures from multinational companies. The theme of the event
was “Fund-Raising Strategies for Hi-Tech Companies.” In addition to the lectures that were
presented, this exclusive event presented many opportunities for the participants to meet
new entrepreneurs and to give and get feedback. More than 70 leading figures from the local
innovation sector and dozens of entrepreneurs attended, with an important emphasis on the
networking aspect. The lectures have been uploaded to our Inno-Negev YouTube page, and
the links are provided below:
1. Lawyer Yaron Harel – “Commercial and Legal Aspects for Tech Ventures”
2. CPA Tal Chen – "10 Common Mistakes When Raising Funds from VC's"
3. Ronen Lago, IS & GS CTO Lockheed Martin – "Why, How, When and from

Whom to Seek Investment for Your Venture"
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She codes: Py-hack
The “She codes: Py-hack” event is a Python mini-hackathon event initiated by the Ben-Gurion
branch of the “She Codes” organization. Held at the BGUInnovationLab in the Advanced Technologies Park, this was the first all-female hackathon in Beer Sheva!
The participants grouped into teams and rose
up to the challenge with creative ideas and
software designs, running into difficulties and
solving the problems they encountered, using
various tools specifically in the Python language and using other technological tools that
they had acquired beforehand in she codes.
They also used new technologies, such as API’s
pygame, graphical interfaces, the principals of
software engineering, remarkable algorithms, and more.
The results were very impressive and the entire project was completed in only four hours.

Academic Enrichment Activities and Surveys
Assisting the Final Projects of the GGFBM’s Department of Management
In addition to integrating the topic of entrepreneurship into various academic courses, the
Bengis Center provides third-year students from the GGFBM’s Department of Management
with the opportunity to observe entrepreneurship in the field – with tours and site visits –
in order to help them develop their senior projects. Our support includes financing field trips,
assisting in mentoring activities, creating videos to present the various projects (which also
helps to expose the activities to valuable organizations), helping produce essential events
(such as judging ceremonies), and integrating the projects into the annual Innovation UnConference event.
iGEM “Engineering Bacteria: Disintegrating Plastic Polymers and NOT the Environment”
The International Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) competition is an international
competition for students interested in the field of synthetic biology. The Bengis Center supports the BGU team in this international academic competition by offering mentorship where
needed in business and marketing aspects, including connecting the team to the department
that will help them with the production of a movie. We also helped them find ways to reduce
their financial expenditures.
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Academic Cooperation with the Department of Electrical Engineering
The fourth-year Electrical Engineering students have a final project which will now involve
a new area (worth 5% of the grade) that focuses on the commercialization of the technologies in their projects. In this new and unique cooperation, the Bengis Center is coordinating
experts from our pool of mentors to grade the students’ presentations, requiring the students to create and submit three-minute videos in which the students present their ideas.
The students are also required to write a new chapter for their reports in the form of an
executive summary. The Bengis Center’s support begins with holding three different lectures, given by our experienced mentors, on the principles of leading a technology idea to a
business venture or embedding a technology in an organization (two different channels on
which the final projects in Electrical Engineering are based).
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Entrepreneurship Education and Support Frameworks
Inno-Negev Technology Accelerator jointly with B.G.N. Technologies
Led by the Bengis Center and B.G.N.
Technologies (Ben-Gurion University’s
technology transfer company), the
new Inno-Negev Technology Accelerator provides students, start-ups, and
hi-tech entrepreneurs with the support and essential tools needed to advance their ventures. Inno-Negev is the
first technology accelerator program in
the Negev region.
Inno-Negev is committed to serving as
the critical bridge and meeting point for entrepreneurs, investors, and global organizations
in one of the most rapidly developing hi-tech regions in Israel – the Negev. Each Inno-Negev
cycle opens its doors to hi-tech entrepreneurs, with a different focus of activity for each cycle
(e.g., Cyber, Homeland Security, ICT, Medical Devices, and more). The ventures targeted are
in the early, pre-seed stage and have undergone a rigorous screening process to test the viability of the project and evaluate its team.
The accelerator offers a four-month program (held twice a week) to entrepreneurs seeking
assistance, direction, connections, and business support. This includes mentorship provided
by experienced mentors and expert advisors, as well as practical lectures and workshops
given by leading individuals and experts in intellectual property law and finance, branding
packages, basic venture funding, and more. Inno-Negev has a cadre of sixty leading business
and technological mentors, including CTOs of global companies such as Deutsche Telekom
and Lockheed Martin, experienced business consultants, investors, hi-tech entrepreneurs,
and more.
During 2016, in the first cycle (to which more than 130 teams applied) five companies were
started, the total investments in the teams totaled approximately $3,400,000, and most of
the teams are still working. The second cycle began in September with more than 100 teams’
applications – all of them students and alumni from BGU. The second cycle teams had more
than 600 one-on-one meeting with over 60 mentors, $5,000 in cloud services, 24/7 office
space in the BGUInnovation Lab, and many more services.
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Inno-Negev’s greatest strength is the partnerships recruited for each cycle, which vary in
area of expertise in accordance with the cycle’s focus of activity. Partners provide active assistance to participants, including contact with experienced investors and global companies,
technical support, and more.
Inno-Negev’s partners include the following leading organizations – Incubit Technology Ventures by Elbit Systems Ltd. (technology incubator), Deloitte (accounting), Leumi Tech (banking), Beta (social entrepreneurship), Luzzatto Law Firm (law), Luzzatto & Luzzatto Patent
Attorneys (IP), Plus Ventures (venture capital fund), and the Office for Negev Development
(governmental agency).

You can read more about all the startups, partners, and mentors on our website: www.innonegev.com

BGUInnovationLab jointly with BGN Technologies
BGUInnovationLab is Ben-Gurion University of the Negev’s
innovation compound, which provides a support system for
university students, staff, and alumni working on business
projects and ventures. This innovation hub was jointly
founded by BGU, B.G. Negev Technologies, and the Bengis
Center. Its mission is to provide students, alumni, and staff
with an environment of support within the technological
ecosystem, serving as a unique setting for the realization of
groundbreaking ideas.
The compound supports approximately 20 teams of entrepreneurs and hosts the Inno-Negev technology accelerator of
Ben-Gurion University. In addition, we use the space to promote academic programs in entrepreneurship and innovation for hosting guest lectures, foreign academic delegations,
competitions, and more.
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The BGUInnovationLab provides members of BGU with a support system of experienced
mentors, weekly lectures, a luxurious workspace at WeWork Beer Sheva (available 24/7)
located in the Advanced Technologies Park, and more. Much of the activity is open to the
public, due to BGU’s commitment to promoting the entrepreneurship and innovation ecosystem of the Negev region. All services are provided free of charge.
C-Negev
The Center presents a new series of intimate sessions, which bring people in C-level jobs
from the Negev region together to meet and give each other ideas about the work they are
doing, in two different focuses. The CEO and CTO roundtable discussions are bi-weekly meetings held to exchange ideas, discuss common challenges, and, of course, to network. One expert leads each meeting, beginning with a short lecture on an important business or technology tool. A supportive, interactive roundtable discussion follows.
Supporting a Technological Education Framework for Youth – with the Young Entrepreneurs
Organization
Through various partnerships, the Bengis
Center supports a technological framework
for youth education in two different organized events, which bring hundreds of
young people together for learning in the
university each year.
Israel’s Young Entrepreneurs Organization
strives to expose youth to business and entrepreneurship with school-based programs, special events, and guidance, which
encourage students to become part of the business world. Based on these shared goals, the
Bengis Center partnered with the organization’s local branch to implement business-oriented competitions, organize guest lectures on creative entrepreneurial topics, and advise
students on their business projects, all in a one-day event on BGU’s Marcus Family Campus.
Kids unite in teams, develop an original product from a new idea, and create a business in
order to sell their unique product. Guiding them through the whole process enables them to
fully understand what it means to be an entrepreneur.
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Other Community Activities
Ofanim is a non-profit organization that
works to minimize the gaps in education,
through enrichment, exposure, and experiential activities for children residing in
communities in the peripheral areas that
offer few opportunities. Ofanim “drives”
education to the outlying areas in fully
equipped yellow buses, with the goal of
closing the educational gap between remote communities and communities located closer to Israel’s well-established
center.
Each bus contains state-of-the-art facilities outfitted for learning computers, math, electronics, or art subjects. In a special event led by the Bengis Center, these special yellow buses
brought many groups of children to Ben-Gurion University for a day, to show the children
special projects and to guide them in making a project together. For more details, see Appendix C.
Nizanei Tikshuv is a program that works to promote the studies of software engineering
and computer science among high school students, run by the Udi Center for Excellence in
ICT and the Cheil-Tikshuv Unit in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), in collaboration with the
municipal authorities and the Ministry of Education. The program operates within the high
schools’ formal education frameworks. The Center supports this program and has started a
new cooperation that will lead to many future events that will take place at the University.
One unique event that started this cooperation was a series of lectures given by leading figures from the army to more than 100 candidates for the program.

Additional Activities
mHealth Meetup
The mHealth Israel Conference and Startup Contest involved a series of short, interactive events
aimed to inspire the formation of new ideas related to the medical field. In preparation for the
conference which took place on February 18th,
leading VCs from Germany, Japan, Hong Kong,
the UK, the US, and other countries visited Beer
Sheva on February 16th.
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The Bengis Center led this event, presenting an opportunity for all interested people to meet
these VCs in Beer Sheva and to schedule one-on-one meetings with them at the mHealth Israel C in Tel Aviv. Activities at this event included: the startup competition; “Startup Speed
Dating”, where the classic “speed dating” model was reinvented as a way to introduce entrepreneurs and new ventures to investors; networking opportunities (with free beer); and,
short presentations by leading investors from abroad to dozens of entrepreneurs – all focused on health.

EY (Ernst & Young) – Contribution to the Community
The event, led by the Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation in cooperation with
EY and Ben-Gurion University, took place on Wednesday, July 20th at the offices of EY, in the
Gav-Yam Negev Advanced Technologies Park. Fifteen participants were given a unique opportunity to learn how to develop their startup, in an exclusive and intimate meeting with
the CEO of Ernst & Young Israel, Yoram Tietz. He formerly served as the head of their hi-tech
office, which is the largest of its kind in Israel. Yoram has over 20 years of experience in
providing services to large customers: hundreds of startups and hi-tech public companies.
He has participated in numerous mergers, acquisitions, and initial public offerings (IPO) on
the NASDAQ and the stock exchanges in Europe and Tel Aviv.
During this event, Mr. Tietz delivered a lecture on FinTech and gave the audience tips and
principles for promoting startups and carrying them through to success. Yossi Shavit, CEO of
Inno-Negev (the technology accelerator of Ben-Gurion University), presented additional
methods for success for high-tech entrepreneurs. The event also enabled the presentation of
projects by the participants, and time was provided for questions.
Lectures and Workshops
The Bengis Center continuously produces lectures and workshops on entrepreneurship and
innovation education. Led by our experienced pool of mentors, these events cover all dynamics of the industry and are mostly open to the public. Click Here to see our Inno-Negev
MeetUp page for details on all the events.
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Appendix A
One team’s startup, “Bellum,” is developing an innovation in the pharmaceutical industry: a
wearable adrenaline auto-injector to disrupt the market owned by the Epipen. The team consists of: Australian students, Danushi Peiris (CTO), Erin McKernan (Clinical Development),
and David Hemmi (CEO); and Israeli student, Or Santo (CFO, Marketing) and Elad Zohar
(R&D). The second team, made up of two Israeli students, Yael Gilli Alboher and Michal
Bardea, and one Australian student who could not attend, came up with “Apparents”, a mobile platform for parents who often experience the same problems, to enable them to network and help one another. The students also had several opportunities give their presentations to the lecturers and receive well-informed feedback. The activities began with a review
by Yossi Shavit of the unique hi-tech sector in Israel, also known as the “startup nation,” and
of the innovation eco-system of Beer-Sheva.
Throughout the program, the students received the support of two mentors. Dr. Buzz Palmer
is CEO of STC Australia and Director of the Generator, a new entrepreneurship support initiative at Monash University in Australia. Dr. Palmer’s entrepreneurial success ranges from
startups to large corporations across the EU, North America, India, Arabian Gulf, and AsiaPacific. Dr. Palmer’s focus is in the areas of medical technologies, biotech, and product development; his presence shed light on both a global and innovative perspective. The mentor
from the Israeli side, Yossi Shavit, is the founder and CEO of Inno-Negev, the BGU Technology
Accelerator, and is the Project Manager and business consultant of the Bengis Center.
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Appendix B
Participants in this track come from many fields of study and from all over the world. In this
program, they develop career skills that will be fundamental in their future work as entrepreneurs or employees. Learning outcomes of the program include experience in business
procedures, understanding the principles of formulating business ideas, turning ideas into
viable business ventures, learning unique factors of the hi-tech industry, and understanding
the processes that have led to Israel’s reputation as the "startup nation.” This program’s first
group of 13 students hailed from the United States, Canada, Brazil, Nigeria, and China.
The field trips were led by Yifat Turbiner, a PhD student and lecturer at BGU specializing in
innovation ecosystems, who took the group on personal tours and meetings in Petach Tikva
and Tel Aviv. In Petach Tikva, at Bezeq International headquarters, the group met for three
hours with CEO Moti Elmaliach, who was enthusiastic to share his experience and principles
in the large global company. In Tel Aviv, the group met key players at the top of the government and industry chains of Israel’s Innovation Ecosystem within the Google offices, Office
of the Chief Scientis, and the Manufacturer’s Association, who welcomed and informed the
international group with tours, lectures, and open discussions.
Back at BGU, a series of meetings and lectures from varying professional perspectives too
place. Lecturers included: Avishai Ben-Tovim, General Manager at Leverate; Dr. Dan Kaufmann, BGU professor of Business Administration; Ronen Lago, IS & GS CTO at Lockheed Martin; and Tal Weiser, Senior Vice President of Global Accounts at Fundtech. To start the week,
the group met Yossi Shavit for a tour of the new Advanced Technologies Park of Beer Sheva.
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Appendix C
Ofanim buses are retrofitted into mobile classrooms to educate children on the subjects that
are most needed in the outlying areas. The project offers a four-year program and is designed
for children in the third to sixth grades. Today, Ofanim operates through six mobile laboratories, focusing on creative thinking, computers, science, and art subjects. These labs provide
about 50 weekly activities in 30 communities throughout the Negev and in the North. Currently, Ofanim reaches approximately 550 children each week. In addition, activities are also
provided for parents in some of these communities.
Currently, Ofanim works with the following regional councils in the Negev: Merchavim, Sdot
Negev; Sha’ar Hanegev; and Yerucham. After-school childcare facilities are available in Beer
Sheva, Ofakim, Hebron, and Rahat. In the North, Ofanim works with the Valley of Springs
Regional Council (near the Jordanian border), Gilboa Regional Council, and the Emeq Israel
Council.
Ofanim’s tag line is “Equal Opportunity for the Next Generation.” One of the organization’s
objectives recognizes the great demand and obvious necessity to improve the mastery of the
English language among the children living in Israel’s peripheral localities. Ofanim is making
efforts to join forces with a number of donors in order to build the new English mobile lab.
The main objectives of the organization are to:


Empower the children through exposure and enrichment activities.



Expose the children to the world of education and academia, and strengthen their motivation to study and succeed.



Strengthen the children’s self-esteem.



Mobilize Israeli organizations and capable individuals to engage and be active in bridging
the educational gaps in the underprivileged peripheral communities.
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